
II . Amendments to the Claims 



Please amend Claims 7, 15, 24, and 31, as follows: 




Claims 1-6 (Cancelled) 



7. \ (Currently Amended) A method for providing a 



quantity of prfe-paid telephone time from a POS terminal in 
communication wiuh an electronic clearing house, to patrons of 
said POS terminal A comprising in combination: 

a) ordering a\ pre-determined amount of telephone time 
from a plurality of telephone service providers, and 
further obtainYng from each telephone service provider 
a plurality of aroups of second PIN numbers, each of 
said second PIN numbers when provided to a patron of 
such POS terminal during a transaction and 
subsequently supplies by the patron to the telephone 
service provider adapted to allow telephone service 
for said patron for a\ pre-determined quantity of 
time, each of said second PIN numbers having 
associated therewith a predetermined quantity of time 
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for which telephone service will be enabled, said pre- 
determined quantity of time associated with second PIN 
numbers \within one group of said plurality of groups 
being different from the pre-determined quantity of 
time associated with second PIN numbers within another 
of said groups of unique second PIN numbers; 

b) querying a pat^ron of such POS terminal, who accesses 
the POS terminaQ. by providing the POS terminal with 
an encoded card and a first PIN number, as the whether 
the patron wishes to purchase telephone time; 

c) in response to a positive reply to the aforesaid 
query, providing tha patron with a plurality of 
telephone service providers to select from; 



providing to the patron \ a plurality of pre-defined 
quantities of telephone times which may be purchased, 
and requesting the patron ^elect a particular pre- 
defined quantity of telephone Vime; 
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e) in Vesponse to input from said patron as to the 
quantity of time selected, querying said patron as to 
whether\ the patron desires to charge the patron=s 
credit card or debit the patron's bank account; 

f) in the event that the patron desires to charge the 
patron's bank\ account , verifying that the patron has 
sufficient funds to purchase said quantity of 
telephone time, and debiting such account; 

g) in the event the paVron desires to charge the patron's 
credit card, verifying that the quantity of time 
desired to be purchased may be charged to said credit 
card, and charging said\credit card; 

h) upon satisfaction of f) \or g) above, selecting a 
second PIN number from a\ selected group of said 
plurality of groups of secorVd PIN numbers during the 
transaction , said selected group corresponding to a 
group of second PIN numbers \associated with said 
selected telephone service provider and said selected 
quantity of telephone service time A and 
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i) providing said selected second PIN number to such 
patron. 

8. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 7, said 
step of providing said second PIN number to such patron 
comprising printina said selected second PIN number on the POS 
terminal's existing account statement printer, and thereafter 
providing it to said patron. 

9. (Original)\ The method as claimed in claim 8, said 
step of verifying that \ the patron has sufficient funds to 
purchase said quantity of\ telephone time comprising verifying 
sufficiency of such funds uhrough an electronic clearing house 
communicating with said POS terminal. 



said step of verifying that the quantity of time desired to be 
purchased may be charged to s^aid credit card comprising 
verifying through said electronic clearing house communicating 
with said POS terminal. \ 



10. 



(Original) 



The\ method as claimed in claim 9, 
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Claims M-14 (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a 
fixed quantity of \pre-paid telephone time from a device 
comprising a conventional automated teller machine (ATM) or a 
point-of sale (POS) terminal, having a display screen and 
printing capability and \ a pre-existing communication capability 
with an existing computer system operated by a financial 
institution ouch — a-s — a — balak , to a patron of said device who 
accesses said device through provision to said device of an 
encoded card and first personal identification number (PIN) , 
without hardware modifications to said device, hardware 
additions to said existing system, or additional communication 
links to a telephone service provider, comprising the steps of: 

a) making available to sard device a plurality of pre- 
assigned second PIN numbers, each of said second PIN 
numbers adapted, when provided by said patron during a 
telephone call to a telephone service provider, to 
allow telephone service for th)s patron for a period of 
time up to said quantity oA pre-paid time , the 
plurality of second PIN numbers being grouped into a 
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plurality of groups of second PIN numbers, each group 
of secojid PIN numbers corresponding to a different 
quantity \pf time to be purchased ; 

b) querying said patron of said device as to whether the 
patron wishesV to purchase telephone time; 

c) verifying that\ the patron has sufficient funds to 
purchase said quantity of telephone time, and charging 
such funds for saia quantity of time; 

d) upon satisfaction on c) above, selecting one of said 
plurality of second \ PIN numbers from one of said 
groups of second PIN numbers ; and, 



e) printing said selected sacond PIN number and providing 
it to such patron via a)\ account statement printer 
used in association witVi said device, without 
contacting — t-he — telephone — service — provider, without 
contacting the telephone service provider. 
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16. \ (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein said funds comprise funds held by said patron 
in a bank account^ 

17. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein sai<d funds comprise funds which may be 
advanced by charging accredit card. 

18. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 15, further comprising Vhe step after step b) of: 

in response to inputVfrom said patron as to whether 
the patron desires to purchase telephone time, querying said 
patron as to whether the patron dasires to charge the patron's 
credit card or to debit the patron'Y bank account; 

in the event that the patron desires to charge the 
patron's bank account, verifying throVgh an electronic clearing 
house that the patron has suf f icientX funds to purchase said 
quantity of telephone time, and charging^ said bank account for 
said quantity of time, and \ 

in the event the patron desires ta charge the patron' s 
credit card, verifying through an electronic >clearing house that 
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the quantity of time desired to be purchased may be charged to 
said credit card, and charging said credit card for said 
quantity ofVime. 

19. \ (Previously Added) The method for providing a 
fixed quantity of pre-paid telephone time from a device as 
claimed in claim 19y said step of making said second PIN numbers 
available to said device comprising storing said second PIN 
numbers on a database ^hich is capable of being accessed by said 
device . 



20. (Previously Added) The method for providing a 
quantity of pre-paid telephone \ime from a device as claimed in 
claim 19, said plurality of second PIN numbers comprising a 
plurality of groups of second PrN numbers, each second PIN 
number in a respective group of sVid groups of second PIN 
numbers permitting telephone service^ for a pre-determined 
quantity of time, each second PIN number within a respective 
group providing a different quantity of pr>e-paid telephone time 

r group) 



than second PIN numbers within anothe 
the steps of : 
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further comprising 



queiwing said patron in step b) as to what quantity of 
a number V>f predefined quantities of telephone time such 
patron wishes to purchase; and 

in response to input from said patron as to the 
particular quantity of telephone time desired to be 
purchased, selecting a second PIN number from a respective 
group of second PJJSJ numbers which provides telephone time 
corresponding to the particular quantity of pre-defined 
quantities of telephone time selected by said patron, 

21. (Previously Tedded) The method for providing a 
quantity of pre-paid telephone\ time from a device as claimed in 
claim 20, wherein said plurality of second PIN numbers are 
ordered from and provided by saicA telephone service provider. 



22. (Previously Added) YThe method for providing a 
quantity of pre-paid telephone time f\om a device as claimed in 
claim 21; 
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\ 



said step of ordering a plurality of PIN numbers from 
said telephone service provider comprising ordering a 
number of ©roups of second PIN numbers, the number of 
groups of second PIN numbers being equal to said number of 
pre-defined quantities of telephone time. 

23. (Previously Added) The method for providing a 
quantity of pre-paid telephone time from a device as claimed in 
claim 22, further comprising, after or at the same time as step 
a) , querying the patron of ^said device as to whether the patron 
wishes to purchase telephones time from a selected list of 
telephone service providers. \ 



quantity of pre-paid telephone time Srom a device comprising a 
conventional point-of sale (POS) terminal or automated teller 
machine (ATM) which is operatively connected to an existing 
computer system operated by a financial Institution ouch — as — a 
bank , to a patron of raid device, without hardware modifications 
to said device, hardware additions to said existing system, or 



24. 



(Currently Amended) 



A method for providing a 
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additional \communication links to a telephone service provider, 
comprising the steps of: 



a) ordering a pre-determined amount of telephone time 
from X plurality of telephone service providers, and 
f urtherVobtaining from each telephone service provider 
a plurality of groups of second PIN numbers, each of 
said second PIN numbers adapted, when provided to a 
patron of suoh device and subsequently supplied by the 
patron to the\ telephone service provider, to allow 
telephone service for said patron for a pre-determined 
quantity of time\ each of said second PIN numbers 
having associated therewith a predetermined quantity 
of time for which telephone service will be enabled, 
the plurality of secondy PIN numbers being grouped into 
a plurality of groups \f second PIN numbers, each 
group of second PIN nopibers corresponding to a 
different quantity of time \o be purchased — said — pre - 
determined quantity of time — associated with second PIN 
numbers — with — ift — e**e — group — ef — said plurality of — groups 
being — different — from — fe-he — prc - dctcrmincd — quantity — e£ 
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time \sGOciatcd with — second PIN numbers within another 
of oaid\ groups of unique second PIN numbers ; 

querying A patron of such device, who accesses the 
device by providing the device with an encoded card 
and a first SIN number, as the whether the patron 
wishes to purchase telephone time; 



c) in response to a positive reply to the aforesaid 
query, providing thev patron with a plurality of 
telephone service providers to select from; 

d) providing to the patron k plurality of pre-defined 
quantities of telephone time^ which may be purchased, 
and requesting the patron seYect a particular pre- 
defined quantity of telephone time; 



e) verifying that the patron has sufficient funds to 
purchase said quantity of telephone t\me, and debiting 
such funds, 
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f) upon \satisf action of e) above, selecting a second PIN 
number\ from a selected group of said plurality of 
groups of second PIN numbers, said selected group 
corresponding to a group of second PIN numbers 
associated with said selected telephone service 
provider and\ said selected quantity of telephone 
service time, amd 



g) providing said selected second PIN number to such 
patron, without qpntacting the telephone service 
provider. 



25. (Previously Added) \The method as claimed in 
claim 24, wherein said funds constitute funds held by said 
patron in a bank account. 



26. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 24, wherein said funds constitute fui^ds which may be 
advanced by charging a credit card. 
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\ 27. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 24,\further comprising the step after step b) of: 

h^i response to input from said patron as to whether 
the patron Yiesires to purchase telephone time, querying said 
patron as to whether the patron desires to charge the patron' s 
credit card or Vo debit the patron y s bank account; 

in the\ event that the patron desires to charge the 
patron y s bank accaunt, verifying through an electronic clearing 
house that the patron has sufficient funds to purchase said 
quantity of telephone time, and charging said bank account for 
said quantity of timeAand 

in the event the patron desires to charge the patron x s 
credit card, verifying through an electronic clearing house that 
the quantity of time desired to be purchased may be charged to 
said credit card, and charging said credit card for said 
quantity of time. \ 



28. (Previously Addled) The method as claimed in 
claim 24, said step of providing, said second PIN number to such 
patron comprising printing said selected second PIN number on 
said device's existing account statement printer, and thereafter 
providing it to said patron. 

- 16 - 

Doc fhWASOl (213202-00438) 4 1502238vl ; 07/23/2003/Time : 14 : 57 



\29. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 28, said step of verifying that the patron has sufficient 
funds to purchase said quantity of telephone time comprising 
verifying sufficiency of such funds through said electronic 
clearing house communicating with said device. 

30. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 29, said step\ of verifying that the quantity of time 
desired to be purchased may be charged to said credit card 
comprising verifying through said electronic clearing house 
communicating with saidVievice. 

31. (Currently Amended) A method for crediting, via 
a device comprising a conventional POS terminal or an ATM, 
having pre-existing communicataSon capability with an existing 
computer system operated by a fnSnancial institution ouch — as — a 
bank , a quantity of predetermined telephone time to a patron who 
possesses a wireless telephone having a pre-assigned telephone 
number, which permits said patron, afVer the initial provision 
by said patron of a second personal identification number (PIN) 
to a telephone service provider, to thereafter utilize said 
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telephone f urV a period up to said quantity of pre-determined 
quantity of telephone time without having at the time of each 
subsequent telephone call to provide said telephone service 
provider with saick second PIN number prior to being permitted to 
make said telephone^ call , without hardware modifications to said 
device, hardware additions to said existing system, or 
additional commuhicat^n links to a telephone service provider, 
which comprises in combination: 

a) querying a patron of said device, who accesses said 
terminal through provision to the terminal of an 
encoded card an& a first personal identification 
number (PIN) , as \to whether the patron wishes to 
purchase telephone tVme and what quantity of telephone 
time, \ 

b) querying said patron bs to said quantity of time 
desired to be purchased, \ 

c) verifying that the patron has sufficient funds to 
purchase said desired quantity of telephone time; 

v 

d) debiting such funds; \ 
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e) selecting said second PIN number from a plurality of 
secWd PIN numbers, each of said second PIN numbers 
adapted, when supplied by said patron during a 
telephone call to a telephone service provider, to 
allow telephone service for the patron for a period of 
time up 1to said quantity of purchased time , the 
plurality on second PIN numbers being grouped into a 
plurality of groups of second PIN numbers, each group 
of second PINX numbers corresponding to a different 
quantity of timeXto be purchased ; 

f) providing said selected second PIN number to such 
patron, without contacting the telephone service 
provider; 

g) receiving said second PI^N number from said patron; 



h) correlating the pre-assignW telephone number of said 

wireless telephone with a corresponding account held 

by said telephone service provider in respect of said 
patron; and 
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i) crediting said account with said quantity of pre- 
determined telephone time purchased by said patron as 
ascertained from said second PIN number. 



32. \Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 31, wherein such funds constitute funds held by said 
patron in a bank account. 




33. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 31, wherein said funds constitute funds which may be 
advanced by charging a credit card. 

34. (Previously \Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 31, further comprising Ahe step after step b) of: 

in response to inpuA from said patron as to whether 
the patron desires to purchasA telephone time, querying said 
patron as to whether the patron Viesires to charge the patron's 
credit card or to debit the patron's bank account; 

in the event that the patron desires to charge the 
patron's bank account, verifying throWh an electronic clearing 
house that the patron has sufficient \funds to purchase said 
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quantify of telephone time, and charging said bank account for 
said qukntity of time; and 

\in the event the patron desires to charge the patron's 
credit card, verifying through an electronic clearing house that 
the quantity\ of time desired to be purchased may be charged to 
said credit Vard, and charging said credit card fur said 
quantity of tima. 

35. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 31, said stepv of providing said selected PIN number to 
said patron comprising printing said selected second PIN number 
on said device's existing account statement printer and 
thereafter providing it ro said patron. 

36. ( Previously \ Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 31, wherein \ 

said wireless telephone possesses a specific frequency 
and identification code\ 

said second PIN number isV received from said patron by 
way of a telephone call \from said patron on said 
wireless telephone; and \ 



- 21 - 

Doc fhWASOl (213202-00438) 4 1502238vl ; 07/23/2003/Time : 14 : 57 



said pre-assigned telephone number is correlated to 
said account of said patron when said telephone call 
is received from said patron. 



37. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in 
claim 36, said telephone number of said wireless telephone 
ascertained by said telepnone service provider at the time said 
patron communicates said \econd PIN number to said service 
provider, said service provider thereafter matching said 
telephone number with said account and subsequently crediting 
said account with said predetermined quantity of telephone time. 
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